
Minutes of Music Ministry Town Hall Meeting 

7 pm, 27th July, 2022 at St Agatha’s church 

Minutes taken by Bev, with additions in red by Peter 

 

Present Absent with apologies 
Fr Raphael Kimaro (parish priest) Jaydee Cheah (Bev’s group) 
Peter Bowron (committee chair) Danielle Bishara (The Choir) 
Peter Beard (organist, The Choir) Christina McGuiness (The Choir) 
Ray Fehon (organist, Ray & Sarah)  
Jean-Marie Voon Obern (singer/pianist)  
Beverley de Rosario (pianist, Bev’s group)  
Etta Setionago (Bev’s group)  
Christian Catsanos (organist, various groups)  
Tim Chan (musician,Tim’s group)  
Graham Hawkins (Tim’s group)  
Lucy Roh (pianist, Youth Choir)  
Heather (Youth Choir)  
Michael Rossi (Youth Choir)  
Louisa (new)  
Sheila Da Silva (Group 5)  
Sarah Kennaugh (Ray & Sarah)  
Mark Berry (organist)  

 

Peter Bowron opened the meeting with a word of welcome and a prayer. 

Everyone introduced themselves and stated which mass/es they were involved in. Louisa 
is new to the ministry and has yet to start. 

There was a time of open conversation where the following points were brought up: 

Peter Bowron highlighted the copyright forms that either needed to be physically filled in 
(clipboard on organ) or emailed to Anne Bailey. He indicated the forms would be added to 
the music ministry area of the church website: https://stagatha.org.au/music-ministry-
resources/  

Note: the above link is to the general music resources page. The minutes of this 
meeting will be found under Committee minutes. 

The forms can be found at: https://stagatha.org.au/copyright-information/   under St. 
Agatha's License Information. 

Pictures of how the music room should look are found at: 
https://stagatha.org.au/useful_info-mm/ under Equipment Guides, Music Equipment 
storage Room. The foldback speakers can be seen to the right of the red filing cabinet. 

Ray requested that the numbers board be cleared after use. 

Mark also asked that any changes made to anything be changed back after use, especially 
to the laptop. 

Peter Bowron asked that the storeroom be kept tidy as per photo in the storeroom.  



Michael described the foldback speakers to those who were not familiar with their use and 
Graham indicated he would find them useful. 

Beverley mentioned that there were sticker spots indicating roughly where each slider 
should be in the mixer and that should be checked first when there were issues with no 
sound from the speakers. Graham requested a photo of the normal settings of the mixer. 

Peter Bowron proposed a separate meeting for sharing practical knowledge on equipment. 

Fr Raphael informed the group that the items in the storeroom would be moved to allow 
inspection of the ceiling and asked that any tidying of the storeroom wait till the work was 
over. He also asked about items that were not currently in use. 

Sarah asked if the standing lights used for live streaming of masses could be put 
elsewhere since regular live streaming has stopped and Fr agreed that they would be put 
elsewhere.  

Peter Bowron brought up the difficulty of not having people dedicated to helping with the 
laptop at masses for those groups that used PowerPoints. Mark also mention the previous 
thematic background slides which have stopped over the Covid period. 

Fr Raphael indicated that a communications ministry would be set up to help with running 
the slides, etc. 

Fr Raphael also asked that the groups involved in music for the coming weekend, help 
with playing a video about the two collections, before mass. 

Lucy indicated that the piano was off pitch and Beverley showed those interested how to 
fix the problem. She also asked about the mass settings used for Ordinary Time. Peter 
Bowron indicated that this topic was dealt with on website. 

Fr Raphael asked that wider topics be dealt with by a soon to be set up parish music 
leadership team. 

Peter Bowron and Tim will co-ordinate the rosters. 

Fr Raphael requested volunteers to form a music committee. Peter Bowron shared that the 
committee dealt with various issues like requirements for special ceremonies and 
seasonality of mass settings. Fr Raphael described it as connecting the ministry with the 
Parish Priest. 

Ray and Graham volunteered to join the music committee. 

Jean-Marie asked for unity and consistency in music. 

Mark asked for a music session. 

Fr Raphael took the floor after the open conversation ended. 

He started by expressing his appreciated to the members of the music ministry for their 
efforts both at their rostered masses and flexibility in filling in where possible. 

He explained liturgy as public action and a gathering of the people of God where God is 
glorified. Participation in ministry brings about glory to God and fosters community. 

He acknowledged the diversity of the groups and encouraged support as opposed to 
criticism. 



He spoke about music guidelines which Peter Bowron said were currently to be found on 
the website. 

Fr Raphael also mentioned safeguarding guidelines and suggested that welcoming the 
congregation and introducing the priest was redundant. 

He talked about music accompanying actions like the entrance processional and 
communion time. 

Christian initiated a discussion on the post communion thanksgiving hymn as a liturgical 
action of its own and Fr Raphael pointed out that post communion, the action is prayer and 
that a hymn at that point is optional. 

Lucy asked about the offertory hymn and what she should do if a priest starts a prayer 
while she is playing. Fr Raphael suggested she ask the priest after mass to explain to her 
why he had done that so that she would understand for next time. 

Peter Bowron said that the music is in consultation with the celebrant and Fr Raphael 
suggested a form with items to tick, to keep the celebrant informed. 

Fr Raphael mentioned that all who wished to participate in special celebrations are 
welcomed. 

Louisa will discuss her new place in the roster with Peter Bowron 

The meeting ended with those interested, having a look at the mixer and the pitch control 
on the piano. 

In addition to Ray and Graham who volunteered to join the music committee, Tim also 
asked to join after the meeting, as did Bev who was busy taking minutes. Lucy also sent 
a request to join a few days later, which Fr. Raphael forwarded to me. I will be in further 
contact with the new committee members as soon as possible. 


